[Use of the inferior epigastric artery for coronary artery bypass grafting: preoperative digital subtraction angiography].
Between September 1994 and January 1995, the inferior epigastric artery (IEA) was used as a free graft for direct coronary artery bypass grafting in 4 patients. The IEA is excised from its origin from the external iliac artery as a pedicle with an "oval cuff" of 3 mm in diameter to facilitate the direct anastomosis with the aorta. The 4-week postoperative angiographic study showed that the IEA grafts were patent in all patients. We found that the IEA varies in length, diameter, and the pattern of branching between patients and between the right and left sides in the same patient. The preoperative digital subtraction angiography was useful for evaluating the suitability of IEA.